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Preschool Task Force 
 
With grant support from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, EDC has initiated a regional 
Preschool Task Force to explore a public/private partnership to strengthen preschool education by: 

- Build awareness among the business community that preschool is an important investment 
for our region’s three and four year-olds 

- Initiate a call to action for the business community to get involved with improving the 
overall quality of preschool 

- Identify and groom preschool advocates to deliver our message to the business community 
- Influence curriculum to adhere to high standards for public preschools  

 
 
Committee Responsibilities 

• Create a data-driven communication tool which provides recommendations on access and 
quality improvements 

• Convene presentations to companies, trade associations and business groups about 
preschool issues using communication tool 

• Educate local policy makers about the importance of quality preschool programs from the 
business community’s perspective 

• Collaborate with similar groups throughout the state to provide a unified message about 
the importance of quality preschool  

 
 
EDC Staff Contact 
Jennifer Henry, Executive Director, Economic Development Foundation 
jh@sandiegobusiness.org; (619) 234-8484 
 
Meeting times vary 
 
 
Participants 
Mike Chapin, GEOCON Inc. (Chair) 
Chuck Flacks, San Diego Workforce Partnership 
Pete Garcia, San Diego Economic Development Foundation 
Bob Gavin, Gavin & Gavin Advertising 
Bernie Greenspan, Patent Portfolio 
Sandy Kate, Principal, HMC Architects 
Ray King, President, Urban League of San Diego County 
Kathy Kovacevich, Jack in the Box 
Cathy McDonald, Early Childcare Education Consultant 
Ginny Merrifield, CLARK Security Products and General Lock, LLC 
Mark Stephens, Ernst & Young 
Ed Wallace, Sony 
Julie Meier Wright, San Diego Regional EDC 
 


