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• San Diego is home to more than 550 bio-
medical companies.  

• Local universities and research institutions 
have spun off nearly 200 biotech firms.  

• San Diego's biotech cluster employs an es-
timated 40,000 people and has a $9.2 bil-
lion annual impact on the local economy.  

• In 2009 San Diego companies and research 
institutions received more than $1.2 billion 
in research funding from the National Insti-
tutes of Health and National Science Foun-
dation.    

• San Diego is home to 21 Nobel Laureates 
in the sciences. 

• West Wireless Health Institute, launched in 2009, is a medical research organization that supports the ex-
ploration and application of wireless technologies to advance healthcare. Focused on the convergence of 
two of San Diego’s leading industries – life sciences and wireless technology – the Institute moves lifesav-
ing wireless health technologies quickly into the hands of doctors, healthcare organizations and end-
users. 

• The Sanford Consortium for Regenerative Medicine is California’s leading grant recipient for work in hu-
man embryonic stem cell research. The consortium is made up of the University of California, San Diego; 
Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute; Salk Institute for Biological Studies; and The Scripps Re-
search Institute. 

• Corporations located in San Diego include Amylin Pharmaceuticals, Biogen Idec, Gen-Probe, Genentech, 
Johnson & Johnson, Life Technologies, and Pfizer. 

Source: California Employment Development Department 

Wage Data                                                          
Medians 

Biomedical Engineer $78,395 

Biochemist/Biophysicist $81,619 

Chemical Engineer $90,043 

Statistician  $80,475 

Clinical Lab Technologist $66,560 

Microbiologist $75,920 

Biotechnician $42,972 

Resources 

BIOCOM 
www.biocom.org 
 
CONNECT 
www.connect.org 
 
Salk Institute for Biological 
Studies 
www.salk.edu 
 
San Diego Venture Group 
www.sdvg.org 
 
 
 

University of California,  
San Diego 
www.ucsd.edu 
 
Sanford-Burnham Medical  
Research Institute 
www.sanfordburnham.org 
 
The Scripps Research Institute 
www.scripps.edu 
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