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EDC Infrastructure Committee 
 
 
 
Goal: The San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Infrastructure Committee will develop 
and implement strategies to ensure regional capacity in six business mission-critical infrastructure categories: 
water, housing, energy, transportation, economic competitiveness and environmental stewardship.  
 
The initiative will build on the important principle that future growth in our region wi ll be different from the 
past, requiring changes in the way we accomplish growth: 

• “Greenfield” development lands are nearly exhausted – requiring updated land use intensities, 
redevelopment strategies and more appropriate permitting processes 

• Transportation systems must support greater mobility with radically fewer new road construction 
opportunities 

• Economics, sustainability and state law require “re-visioning” how we live and work around emerging 
“smart growth” patterns  

• Infrastructure finance policies based on “master planned” communities no longer serve the region well 
and must be replaced 

 
Outcomes:  

• Housing: The region must construct 300,000 housing units by 2030; 450,000 units by 2050 to ensure any 
level of housing affordability and economic competitiveness 

• Transportation: The road network envisioned by the voter approved TransNet initiative must be 
implemented, while additional consensus is reached on: 

o Regional transit system design and operation   
o Smart Growth land use planning 
o How to fund the Regional Transportation Plan – which is currently $17 billion (25%?) short of its 

stated needs   
o Addressing long term air transportation needs 

• Water: Funding and legislative initiatives will be required at the Federal, State and regional level to 
implement 7 strategies: 

o Full implementation of the Imperial Irrigation District water contract 
o Completion of the State Water Project 
o Environmental restoration of the Bay Delta 
o “Smart growth” and water efficiency standards 
o Evaluate role of recycled water use within the region 
o Expand desalination projects and regulatory reform for project approvals  
o Support expanded capacity for “water markets.” 

 
• Economic Competitiveness: San Diego’s vibrant economy reflects past investment decisions that yield 

important dividends today. EDC will serve as a catalyst for continued investment, including: 
o Regional university capacity of over 100,000 students by 2020 
o Airport capacity to serve our tourism industry as well as global business and personal travel 

needs 
o Qualcomm sports facility replacement 
o San Diego Unified Port expansion 
o Civic Center Redevelopment 
o New Central Library 
o San Diego Convention Center expansion 
o Creative Community  

• Energy: Ensuring energy supply is a fundamental requirement to retain and attract private capital 
investment. EDC will:  

o Support five regional projects already identified as central to regional energy supply   
o Support regional conservation & energy efficiency strategy through market based incentives & 

standards 
• Environmental Stewardship: San Diego’s environment is rich in bio-diversity – and serves as a 

foundation for our quality of life. Protecting this resource requires:  
o Championing a market-based strategy to implement greenhouse gas emission requirements 
o Implementing regional storm water requirements in a cost-effective manner   
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EDC Staff Contacts 
Chris Duggan, Senior Manager, Policy 
cd@sandiegobusiness.org; (619) 234-8484 
Margaret Beauchamp, Policy Coordinator 
mb@sandiegobusiness.org (619) 234-8484 
 
Executive Committee 
 
Matt Adams, Building Industry Association  
Charles Black, Luce Forward  
Gordon Carrier, carrier johnson + C U L T U R E  
Perry Dealy, Dealy Development, Inc.    
 

 
John Hawkins, Cloud 9 Shuttle   
Peter MacCracken, Strategic Communications  
Greg Shields, ProjectDesign Consultants 
Tom Sudberry, Sudberry Properties, Inc.  
Stephen Williams, Sentre Partners   

 
Members 
Michael Beck, Endangered Habitats League 
Joe Bessler, Silverwood Energy, Inc.   
Brit Coupens, Invenergy 
Marney Cox, SANDAG     
Kelly Cunningham, San Diego Institute for Policy 
Research 
James Dawe, Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek 
Marcela Escobar-Eck, Atlantis Group, LLC 
 
 

Scott Furgerson, San Diego Gas & Electric 
Lorenzo Garrido, South Bay Expressway, L.P. 
Jeff Gattas, UCSD  
Chanelle Hawken, San Diego County Regional Airport 
Authority 
Dan McAllister, County of San Diego  
John Pak, Merrill Lynch 
Faith Picking, BIOCOM   
Reed Vickerman, Amylin Pharmaceuticals, Inc  
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