
FAQ: Life Sciences Trek to San Diego 
November 9 – November 10, 2017 

 
Why a focus on Bioinformatics & Data Science?  

Feedback from San Diego’s local life sciences community, supported by a recent study of San Diego’s Genomics Industry, indicates an incredible demand for 

bioinformatics professionals in many of San Diego’s high-growth industries. San Diego ranks as the #1 most patent intensive genomics market in the country in a time 

when personalized medicine and technology are taking precedence. Additionally, industries including biotech, pharma, and medical devices have a deep historical 

presence here. As such, San Diego Regional EDC is hosting a “trek” for bioinformatics (and similar disciplines) Masters & PhD-level candidates and professionals to 

gain a deeper understanding of our local economy and the range of opportunities that exist here.  

 

What’s a “trek” and what’s in it for you?  

Based off the MBA Industry Trek model, participants will explore lucrative career opportunities and network with life sciences companies as well as visit leading 

research institutions. Our goal is to provide an impactful agenda – giving participants a first-hand look at careers in genomics, genetic sequencing, pharma, medical 

device R&D and beyond. This program will provide participants with access to influential researchers and executives across many organizations, with the 

opportunity to make legitimate, valuable connections outside of HR departments. We’ve worked closely with the life science community to put together the 

packed agenda outlined on page two. 

 

Who is invited?  

We are looking for talented, passionate individuals who understand the convergence between data and life sciences. We welcome Masters and PhD level 

professionals in bioinformatics, computational biology, computational medicine, genomics and more who are interested or considering a career in San Diego. 

Professionals from all around the country will travel to San Diego for this program. Registration will be capped at 50 participants. Registration is first come, first 

serve.  

 

How much does it cost to attend the Life Sciences Trek?  

There is a $50 refundable deposit upon registration. This deposit will be fully refunded to you upon completion of the program. Participants are expected to schedule 

and cover all travel accommodations separately. The EDC team (your hosts) are San Diego experts and are happy to lend advice on where to stay, where to eat and 

what to do around town in your free time or if you decide to make a weekend out of the trip.  

 

In addition to registration on the eventbrite page, we require submission following items to reserve your spot:  

1. Copy of your resume 

2. One paragraph description of your interest in participating in the Life Sciences Trek and San Diego in general 

3. Copy of your travel itinerary or confirmation of flight or hotel accommodations 

 

What companies will we visit? 

 

Illumina is a leading developer, manufacturer, and marketer of life science tools and integrated systems for large-scale analysis of genetic 

variation and function. With HQ’s in San Diego and 5,500 employees globally, Illumina is the largest genetic sequencing company in the world.  

 

Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. helps customers accelerate life sciences research, solve complex analytical challenges, improve patient 

diagnostics, deliver medicines to market and increase laboratory productivity. Located in San Diego County, Thermo Fisher’s world-class west 

coast training facility is designed to serve customers in molecular and cell biology, clinical applications and in applied markets such as human 

identification, biosecurity and quality and safety testing. 

 

Jonas Salk, developer of the first safe and effective polio vaccine, opened the Salk Institute in the 1960’s with a goal of creating a collaborative 

environment where researchers could explore the basic principles of life and contemplate the wider implications of their discoveries for the 

future of humanity. The major study areas at the Salk Institute are aging and regenerative medicine, cancer biology, immune system biology, 

metabolism and diabetes, neuroscience and neurological disorders and plant biology. 

 

Takeda Pharmaceuticals is the largest pharmaceutical company in Asia and a top 15 pharmaceutical company in the world. Located in San Di 
ego is Takeda’s California (TCAL) R&D HQ where the company generates highly disease-specific and patient-tailored transformative new 

medicines. TCAL has an agile, entrepreneurial biotech culture that emphasizes collaboration, both internally and externally, with strong 

engagement with the premiere biotechnology community in San Diego. 

 

ResMed changes lives with award-winning medical devices and cutting-edge cloud-based software applications that better diagnose, treat and 

manage sleep apnea, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and other chronic diseases. With headquarters in San Diego, ResMed is a 

global leader in connected care, with more than 3 million patients remotely monitored every day.  

 
Human Longevity, Inc. (HLI) was founded by leaders in genomics with the ultimate goal of giving everyone access to the power of data-driven 

health intelligence. HLI combines state-of-the-art DNA sequencing and expert analysis with machine learning, to help change medicine to a 

more data-driven science. With a multidisciplinary team of research scientists, computing experts and physicians, HLI’s goal is to empower 

every part of the healthcare system to work more efficiently. 

 
Rady Children’s Institute for Genomic Medicine is made up of a world-class team of researchers that has engineered a Rapid Precision 

Medicine (RPM) program for decoding rare childhood diseases using rapid Whole Genome Sequencing (rWGS), enabling early diagnosis and 

targeted medical treatment of the most fragile young patients. The Institute is scaling up the RPM program and expanding the use of rWGS to 

children’s hospitals nationwide. The goal is to make genetic screening fast, easy and routine for diagnosing and managing care of critically ill 

babies and children everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegobusiness.org/blog/research/study-release-san-diego-ranks-1-us-genomics-patents
http://www.sandiegobusiness.org/
https://lifesciencetrektosd.eventbrite.com/


 

 

 
*Times subject to change, full itinerary will be sent to participants two weeks prior to event. 

 

About your host: San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation (EDC) – EDC’s mission is to maximize the region’s economic prosperity and global 

competitiveness. As an independently funded non-profit organization, EDC promotes the region, facilitates business expansion across diverse industry sectors and 

supports the talent pool that drives their success. Hailing from nearly every industry, EDC investors are a mix of fortune 1000’s, public partners and SME’s that believe 

in supporting our common objective. Additionally, EDC works alongside San Diego’s educational and research institutions including UC San Diego, San Diego State 

University, the Salk Institute and The Scripps Research Institute, to name a few.  

 

For additional questions about the Life Sciences Trek to San Diego, please contact Kate Gallagher – ksg@sandiegobusiness.org 

 

 

 

Day 1: Thursday, November 9  

7:30 – 8:30am Welcome Breakfast @ EDC office 

8:30 – 9:00am Travel 

9:00am – 10:30am ResMed 

 9001 Spectrum Center Blvd, San Diego, CA 92123 

10:30 – 11am Travel 

11am – 12:30pm Illumina 

 5200 Illumina Way, San Diego, CA 92122 

12:30 – 1:30pm Lunch @ Illumina  

1:30 – 2pm Travel 

2pm – 3:30pm The Salk Institute 

 10010 N Torrey Pines Rd, La Jolla, CA 92037 

4pm – 5pm Rady Children's Institute for Genomic Medicine (TBD) 

 3020 Children's Way, San Diego, CA 92123 

5:30 – 7:30pm Reception – Mission Brewery, East Village 

Day 2: Friday, November 10 

7:30 – 8:30am Continental Breakfast @ EDC office 

8:30 – 9:00am Travel 

9:00am – 10:30am Thermo Fisher Scientific 

 5791 Van Allen Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 

10:30 – 11am Travel 

11am – 12:30pm Takeda Pharmaceuticals  

 10410 Science Center Dr, San Diego, CA 92121 

12:30 – 1:30pm Catered Lunch 

1:30 – 2pm Travel 

2pm – 3:30pm Human Longevity Inc 

 4570 Executive Dr, San Diego, CA 92121 

3:30 – 4pm Travel back downtown 

4pm – 4:30pm Closing remarks @ EDC office 

http://www.sandiegobusiness.org/
http://www.sandiegobusiness.org/about/investors

